Green Infrastructure;

Coming soon to a community
near you!

Development, development and more development!
The Governments ambitous housing programme. =~

3 million new homes by 2020

3 Major Growth Areas e.g. Thames Gateway
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Urban expansion: a huge challenge for those of us charged with
the protection of the natural environment

First priolity protect priceless
environmental assets and ability for
people to access and enjoy green
spaces and the natural word

Butalsoa oncein a
generation opportunity to
create new habitats and
landscapes.

And to create placesthat
function sustainably and
foster genuine civic pride.

How do you reconcile development and environment ?

Part of the answer is something called Green Infrastructure




A definition (albeit not a very brief one!)

A strategically planned and delivered network comprising the
broadest range of high quality green spaces and other
environmental features.

Designed and managed as a multi-functional resource capable
of delivering those ecological services and quality of life
benefits required by the communities it serves and needed to
underpin sustainability.

Its design and management should also respect and enhance the
character and distinctiveness of an area with regard to habitats and
landscape types.

Green Infrastructure indudes established green spaces and new sites
and should thread through and surround the built environment and
connect the urban area to its wider rural hinterland.

Consequently, it needs to be delivered at all spatial scales regional,
sub-regional, local and neighbouthood levels, accommodating both
accessible natural green spaces within local communities and often much
larger sites in the urban finge and wider countryside.
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The elements of green infrastructure

Parks and Gardens urban parks, Country and
Regional Parks, formal gardens

Amenity Greenspace Informal recreation
spaces, housing green spaces, domestic
gardens, village greens, urban commons,
other incidental space, Green roofs

Allotments, community gardens, city farms,
cemetelies and churchyards

Natural and semi-natural urban greenspaces,
induding: woodland and scrub, grassland
(e.g. downland and meadow), heath or moor,
wetlands, open and running water,
wastelands and disturbed ground), bare

rock habitats (e.g. diffs and quarries)

Green corridors rivers and canals induding their banks, road
and rail corridors, cycling routes, pedestrian paths, and of course
rights of way.




A key concept:
Multifunctionality

Combining different functions
on the same piece of land

The benefits: Ecosystem services and quality of life benefits =
su stainability

E.g. ‘Sustainable Urban Drainage’ to
reduce flood risks




